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PREFACE

Florida’s rich cultural history has been shaped by the unique mix of people who have come here over
the past five hundred years and more. Drawn by dreams of health, wealth and opportunity, immigrants
have created the magnificent tapestry of experience, art and science that defines our state’s culture today.

As we look ahead to the new millennium, it is an appropriate time for us to look back and see from
whence we have come —from the urbanization of the twentieth century, the explorations of the eighteenth
and seventeenth centuries, venturing back even before the time of Columbus, when the earliest residents
of Florida lived a style of life much different from our own.

As we explore the lives and achievements of the people who came before us, we gain a greater understand-
ing of the diverse cultural influences that define Florida’s contemporary character. We will better understand
the causes and results of the many conflicts that have occurred throughout our history, and we will begin to
see more clearly how seemingly different peoples often have common dreams and aspirations.

On behalf of the Florida Department of State, the Historic Preservation Advisory Council, and the
Division of Historical Resources, [ am honored to introduce this project to our state’s residents and visitors.
Myths and Dreams: Exploring the Cultural Legacies of Florida and the Caribbean offers a fascinating look
at the issues, ideas and changes which have shaped the course of our history. I hope you share my enthu-
siasm for our shared cultural heritage.

KATHERINE HARRIS
SECRETARY OF STATE
FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF STATE
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As the project began to take shape, we decided it should have another dimension, one did not lend it-
self to display—some thoughtful discussion of the daily issues we face living in such a culturally diverse
community. With the support of the Florida Humanities Council, we are pleased to present “Making
Florida Home: Contemporary Issues in Cultural Diversity,” a series of panel discussions in each of the
exhibition’s host cities. While this dialogue is inspired by the themes of the exhibit, we hope it will con-
tinue long after the exhibit has ended.

This project has been an interesting exploration of our cultural heritage. We hope you will enjoy and
learn from the exhibition, catalog, Web site and our community discussion events. We encourage you to
contact us through our Web site: www.millennium-exhibit.org

ARTHUR DUNKELMAN, DIRECTOR
Jay 1. KisLak FOUuNDATION
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INTRODUCTION

America is as much an idea as a place. The origins of that idea— the myths, dreams and legacies of the
people who shaped New World culture —are the theme of a three-year project designed to celebrate the
art, artifacts and history of Florida and the Caribbean over the past millennium with the people who live
and visit there today.

The project has been developed by the Jay I. Kislak Foundation, a Miami-based nonprofit cultural
institution which has assembled and conserved internationally-significant collections of pre-Columbian
art and rare books, manuscripts and maps of the New World. In creating the exhibition and related millen-
nium project, the Kislak Foundation has been joined by the Historical Museum of Southern Florida, first
venue in the exhibition’s six-museum tour.

In addition to the museum exhibition and this book, the project has a companion web site
(www.millennium-exhibit.org) with extensive information including essays on a wide range of related histori-
cal topics by noted Florida historians and scholars, as well as many images of art works, artifacts, historic
documents, maps and other visual materials. A youth education program based on exhibit themes is avail-
able, providing resources for students and teachers. In conjunction with the exhibition’s scheduled tour of
Florida communities, the millennium project also includes a series of public forums in which leading hu-
manities scholars probe the legacies of multiculturalism, identity and diversity in Florida and the Caribbean.
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